
 
 

African Drumming Progression-The Willows Primary school 

Year 3/4 Spring 2023-Spring 2024 

 Year 3 Spring 2/Summer 1 
P1 

Year 3 Summer 2/ 
Year 4 Autumn 1 

P2 

Year 4 Autumn 2/Spring 1 
P3 

Handling Instruments -Can recall rhythms already 
learnt 
-Can verbalise simple rhythms 
and relate them to a pulse 
-Can copy and play simple 
patterns as call and response 
-Can collectively play a simple 
unison rhythm 
-Basic ability to handle 
instruments 
-Can respond to stop and start  
signals 
-Can recognise when in/out of 
time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Can verbalise more advance 
rhythms  
-Can sustain a continuous rhythm 
with some accuracy 
-Can physicalise simpler rhythms 
-Can relate simple learnt 
patterns to standard notation. 
-Can control basic dynamics 
-Can recognise when in/out of 
time and self correct 

-Can vocalise and physicalize 
more advanced patterns  
-Can collectively play simple 
rhythms within  a multipart 
ensemble 
-Can memorise and recall a basic 
repertoire of rhythms 
-Can make simple compositional 
and improvisational decisions in 
relation to simple given 
structures  
-Can play simple breaks 
(counting /response) 
-Can access the basic sounds on 
their instrument with some 
accuracy 
-Can maintain a steady tempo 
 



 
 

 

 

 


